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1 Schedule

1.1  Early June: Announcement of the NameExoWorlds Project
1.2 July: Publicity and public education
1.3  Early Aug: Announcement of the selection process and receipt of nominations
1.4 30 Sept: Nomination deadline
1.5 Early to mid Oct: Selection of 10 to 20 nominations for public voting
1.6 Late Oct: Public voting to determine the top 3 nominations
1.7  Early Nov: Ranking of the 3 nominations by the Selection Committee
1.8 Before 15 Nov: Submission of the ranked nominations to the IAU
1.9 Dec: Announcement of the validation by the IAU

2 Nomination Criteria

2.1
2.2
23
2.4
2.5

2.6
2.7

All Hong Kong permanent residents are eligible.

Nominations may be made by an individual or an organization.

Organizations are restricted to schools or registered non-profit making organizations.

Completed nominations should be submitted on or before 30 Sept 2019.

A nomination should consist of two names, one for the exoplanet and the other for the host star to which the
exoplanet orbits; the two names should follow the same naming theme.

Nominations could either be in Chinese or English, or in both Chinese and English.

A brief description of 100 words or less about the naming theme of the nomination.

3 IAU Naming Criteria

3.1

3.2
3.3
3.4
3.5
3.6

3.7
3.8

3.9

3.10
3.11
3.12
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The proposed names should be of things, people, or places of long-standing cultural, historical, or geographical
significance, worthy of being memorialized through naming of a celestial object.
The names may be drawn from themes related to the sky or astronomy.
Or related in some way to the constellation Aquarius that the exoplanetary system lies in.
The two names should follow a common naming theme.
The naming theme should be simple and easy to understand.
And be broad enough that additional names could be drawn from the literature to name additional objects in
that exoplanetary system in the future, e.g. when additional planets and stellar components are subsequently
discovered.
Nominations could be in Chinese or English but the final submission to the IAU has to be translated into English.
Proposed names (after translation as necessary) should be between 4 and 16 characters in length, including
spaces.
Preferably one word.
Pronounceable.
Non-offensive.
Not identical to, or too similar to, an existing name of an astronomical object. Names already assigned to
astronomical objects can be checked against the following lists:
i IAU names for asteroids in the Minor Planet Center database;

https://minorplanetcenter.net//db _search
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ii. Names of galactic and extragalactic objects; http://cds.u-strasbg.fr/cgi-bin/Sesame

iii. IAU names for planets, dwarf planets, and satellites;
https://planetarynames.wr.usgs.gov/Page/Planets

iv. IAU names for stars https://www.iau.org/public/themes/naming stars/ ; and

V. IAU names for exoplanets http://www.nameexoworlds.iau.org/naming-rules

3.13 Itis not allowed to propose names:
i. of a purely or principally commercial nature;
ii. of individuals, places or events principally known for political, military or religious activities;
iii. of individuals that died less than a century ago (1919);

iv. of living individuals;

V. of organizations related to the selection;

Vi. of pet animals;

vii. of a contrived nature (i.e. new, invented);

viii. of acronyms; or

iX. that include numbers or punctuation marks (diacritics are acceptable).

3.14 Only names that are not protected by trademarks or other forms of intellectual property claims may be
proposed.

3.15 All the proposed names should come with a citation of not more than 100 words in English after translation.

3.16 The decision of the IAU, via the Steering Committee is final.

3.17 The selected public names will not replace the scientific alphanumeric designations but will be recognized by
the IAU as the appropriate publicly used name for the object(s). The public name may then be used
internationally along with, or instead of, the scientific designation, permanently and without restrictions.

4  Submission of Nominations
4.1 To complete and submit the form on the website http://www.iaunochk.org/nameexoworlds/
4.2  To submit the completed pdf form via:
i. the email address: nameexoworlds@iaunochk.org
ii. or to drop the nomination form at the collection box at:

a) the enquiry counter of the Hong Kong Space Museum
b) Ho Koon Nature Education cum Astronomical Centre
5. Remarks

5.1 Any change will be announced at the website http://www.iaunochk.org/namesexoworlds

5.2 If there are any disputes concerning this Guide, the English version prevails.

5.3 Allassessment results will be based on the decisions of the Selection Committee. Should there be any dispute,
the organiser has the final decision authority.

5.4 Any enquiry please email to enquiry@iaunochk.org
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